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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed on 23 September 2005 under 37 
CFR 1.53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/882,985 is acceptable and a RCE has been 
established. An action on the RCE follows. 

2. The amendments filed on 23 September 2005, submitted with the filing of the RCE have 
been received and entered. Claims 1-42 as amended are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections -55 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 (e) that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office Action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ferguson et al. 
US Publication 2002/0129054 (hereinafter "Ferguson"). 

Referring to claim 1, Ferguson teaches a method comprising the steps of: in the 
application program, providing a dialog box object that communicates with a browser module 
(productivity applications provide dialog boxes such as spreadsheets that allows users access to 
network/Internet content) (page 2, paragraphs 0013-0015 and Figure 1 IB); and displaying the 
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Web view page in the dialog box of the application program (users are able to browse the 
Internet from within the productivity application document, i.e. a spreadsheet) (page 2, paragraph 
0013 and page 4, paragraph 0044), wherein the Web view page integrates a browser capability 
into the application program to enable a user to produce customized functions and displays for 
file management within the application program, without having to enable access to one of a 
different application program and a browser program (the augmented productivity application 
embeds network-enabling objects into the spreadsheets to provide integration of network/internet 
content and functionality into productivity application spreadsheets; for example, the augmented 
productivity applications allow users to customize and manage functions and files, i.e. browse 
the internet, read and write emails, etc. from within a productivity application) (page 2, 
paragraph 0014-0015, page 3, paragraph0040 and page 4, paragraphs 0043-0044). 

Referring to claim 2, Ferguson teaches enabling a user to select a desired format from 
among the plurality of formats for displaying the dialog box and in response thereto, displaying 
the dialog box of the application program in the desired format selected by the user (users have a 
choice of whether to download a browser-based view or application-based view of the document, 
i.e. dialog box) (page 6, paragraph 0062). 

Referring to claim 3, Ferguson teaches wherein the Web view page enables a user to 
selectively initiate one of an application program specific function and a browser specific 
function by making a selection in the dialog box (users can select, i.e. have access to both 
network/internet functionality and functionality inherently provided by the application program; 
for example, users can perform standard operations such as adding or modifying spreadsheet 
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content and also perform network operations such as instant-messaging) (page 4, paragraphs 
0043-0044 and page 5, paragraph 0053). 

Referring to claim 4, Ferguson teaches executing a separate browser program to display 
content in response to user selecting a browser specific function related to the content (providing 
capabilities through a specific, separate application program; furthermore, users can choose to 
download only browser-based views of the application) (page 6, paragraph 0062 and page 14, 
paragraph 146). 

Referring to claim 5, Ferguson teaches wherein selection of an application program 
specific function by a user causes a file management function to be performed (users can make 
and perform standard application operations such as file management functions like creating, 
adding or modifying content) (page 4, paragraph 0043). 

Referring to claim 6, Ferguson teaches detecting an element in the Web view page 
selected by a user, processing the element with the browser module if the element relates to a 
browser function and otherwise, processing the element with the application program (users have 
a choice of whether to download a browser-based view or application-based view of the 
document, i.e. dialog box; for example, users can select standard application operations 
performed by the spreadsheet or network-based operations performed by network-enabling 
objects embedded in the spreadsheet) (page 4, paragraphs 0043-0044, page 5, paragraph 0053 
and page 6, paragraph 0062). 

Referring to claim 7, Ferguson teaches wherein a browser includes one of requesting a 
new Web view page with information sorted as a function of the element selected by the user, 
requesting a new Web view page with information filtered as a function of the element selected 
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by the user, and displaying a Web page in a separate browser program as a function of the 
element selected by the user (providing capabilities through a specific, separate application 
program; furthermore, users can choose to download only browser-based views of the 
application) (page 6, paragraph 0062 and page 14, paragraph 146). 

Referring to claim 8, Ferguson teaches enabling the user to define the Web view page 
using a hypertext markup language file (page 17, paragraph 0174). 

Referring to claim 9, Ferguson teaches generating a new Web view page based on an 
element in the Web view page that is selected by a user (rendering, or displaying a web page that 
changes in response to user actions) (page 17, paragraph 0175). 

Referring to claim 10, Ferguson teaches a method comprising the steps of determining 
whether a computing resource supports a Web view page in the application program dialog box 
(whether the user downloads a browser-based view or desktop application-based view) (page 5, 
paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062), wherein the Web view page integrates a browser 
capability into the application program to enable a user to produce customized functions and 
displays for file management within the application program, without having to enable access to 
one of a different application program and a browser program (the augmented productivity 
application embeds network-enabling objects into the spreadsheets to provide integration of 
network/internet content and functionality into productivity application spreadsheets; for 
example, the augmented productivity applications allows users to customize and manage 
functions and files, i.e. browse the internet, read and write emails, etc. from within a productivity 
application) (page 2, paragraph 0014-0015, page 3, paragraph0040 and page 4, paragraphs 0043- 
0044); and if so, accessing a browser module with the application program, to enable browser 
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functions from within the application dialog box (productivity applications provide dialog boxes 
such as spreadsheets that allow users access to network/Internet content) (page 2, paragraphs 
0013-0015 and Figure 1 IB); and if not, enabling non-browser functions within the application 
dialog box (the application can provide just network services or application services) (page 5, 
paragraph 0053, page 6, paragraph 0062 and page 9, paragraph 0087). 

Referring to claim 1 1, Ferguson teaches verifying that the computing resource is able to 
generate a Web view page of information usable in the application program dialog box (making 
sure that the network-enabling software has been loaded; also, the system manages who has 
permission to modify an application document) (page 4, paragraphs 0043-0044). 

Referring to claim 12, Ferguson teaches confirming that the computing resource 
recognizes an application program function attribute in a request to the computing resource to 
generate a Web view page (entering parameter information for Web queries) (page 20, paragraph 
208 and Figure 16D). 

Referring to claim 13, Ferguson teaches loading the browser module into a memory space 
reserved to the application program (embedding network/internet objects into the cells of the 
application program spreadsheet) (page 2, paragraph 0015). 

Referring to claim 14, Ferguson teaches displaying a Web view page within the 
application program dialog box, wherein the displayed Web view page includes information 
material to the application program dialog box (displaying the application dialog box, i.e. the 
productivity application's spreadsheet, wherein the network-enabled spreadsheet can display 
internet content such as a web page and also spreadsheet information such as spreadsheet 
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controls like "File", "Edit", etc. shown in Figure 1 IB) (page 4, paragraph 0043, page 5, 
paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062). 

Referring to claim 15, Ferguson teaches enabling a user to select an element of the Web 
view page displayed within the application program dialog box and determining that an element 
selected by the user corresponds to a function of the application program (the augmented desktop 
application facilitates access to network/internet based functionality while retaining functionality 
of the application program; for example, users can perform standard operations on an internet- 
enabled spreadsheet page, such as adding or modifying spreadsheet content) (page 4, paragraphs 
0043-0044 and page 5, paragraph 0053). 

Referring to claim 16, Ferguson teaches executing the function of the application 
program (performing user selected operation of adding or modifying content) (page 4, paragraph 
0043). 

Referring to claim 1 7, Ferguson teaches enabling a user to select an element of the Web 
view page displayed within the application program dialog box and determining that an element 
selected by the user corresponds to a function of the browser module (the augmented desktop 
application facilitates access to network/internet based functionality while retaining functionality 
of the application program; for example, users can select to perform functions such as instant 
messaging, electronic mail, etc.) (page 4, paragraphs 0043-0044 and page 5, paragraph 0053). 

Referring to claim 18, Ferguson teaches displaying a different Web view page of 
information within the application program dialog box as a function of the element selected by 
the user (rendering, or displaying a web page that changes in response to user actions) (page 17, 
paragraph 0175). 
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Referring to claims 19 and 37, Ferguson teaches a method and system comprising a 
processor (page 15, paragraph 0152); a display in communication with the processor (Figure 1 IB 
shows a screenshot of the application displayed on a display device); a user input device in 
communication with the processor (such as a mouse) (pages 18-19, paragraph 0191); a memory 
in communication with the processor, the memory storing machine instructions and data defining 
a Web view page (page 2, paragraph 0014); and the machine instructions comprising an 
application program that when executed causes it to perform the steps of opening the application 
program dialog box with the application program (the application program opens, i.e. displays an 
application program dialog box, i.e. an application document such as a spreadsheet) (page 2, 
paragraph 0013); requesting a Web view page from the computing resource and displaying the 
Web view page within the application program dialog box (users are able to download a 
browser-based view upon which network-enabling objects are embedded in the spreadsheet to 
allow users to browse the Internet from within the productivity application document, i.e. a 
spreadsheet) (page 2, paragraphs 0013-0015, page 4, paragraph 0044 and page 6, paragraph 
0062), wherein the Web view page integrates a browser capability into the application program 
to enable a user to produce customized functions and displays for file management within the 
application program, without having to enable access to one of a different application program 
and a browser program (the augmented productivity application embeds network-enabling 
objects into the spreadsheets to provide integration of network/internet content and functionality 
into productivity application spreadsheets; for example, the augmented productivity applications 
allow users to customize and manage functions and files, i.e. browse the internet, read and write 
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emails, etc. from within a productivity application) (page 2, paragraph 0014-0015, page 3, 
paragraph0040 and page 4, paragraphs 0043-0044). 

Referring to claim 20, Ferguson teaches sending a request to a URL address for a Web 
view page related to the URL and the application program (from the augmented application 
program, users can perform Internet operations such as instant messaging and web browsing, i.e. 
request display of a web page) (page 4, paragraph 0044). 

Referring to claim 21, Ferguson teaches rendering the Web view page with a browser 
module (allowing users to perform web browsing) (page 4, paragraph 0044). 

Referring to claim 22, Ferguson teaches enabling a user to access the computer file by 
selecting an element of the Web view page displayed within the application program dialog box 
and requesting access to the computer file from the computing resource, based on the element of 
the Web view page that was selected (users can access a computer file such as a spreadsheet 
document with a network functionality augmented productivity application) (page 4, paragraph 
0043 and Figure 11A-11B). 

Referring to claim 23, Ferguson teaches initiating a function of the application program 
that affects the computer file, based on the element of the Web view page that was selected (the 
network functionality augmented spreadsheet allows users to perform application program 
functions affecting the spreadsheet content such as creating, adding or modifying the content 
therein) (page 4, paragraph 0043). 

Referring to claim 24, Ferguson teaches wherein the function of the application program 
is one of opening the computer file in the application program, creating the computer file, 
deleting the computer file, modifying the computer file, storing information related to the 
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computer file in a database, and retrieving information related to the computer file from a 
database (performing application program functions such as creating and modifying the compute 
file, i.e. spreadsheet content) (page 4, paragraph 0043). 

Referring to claims 25 and 35, Ferguson teaches a method and machine readable medium 
storing machine instructions comprising the steps of enabling a user to selectively activate 
display of a Web view page within the dialog box of the application program (users can select to 
either download a browser-based view or application based view of an application document 
such as a spreadsheet page) (page 6, paragraph 0062), wherein the Web view page integrates a 
browser capability into the application program to enable a user to produce customized functions 
and displays for file management within the application program, without having to enable 
access to one of a different application program a browser program (the augmented productivity 
application embeds network-enabling objects into the spreadsheets to provide integration of 
network/internet content and functionality into productivity application spreadsheets; for 
example, the augmented productivity applications allows users to customize and manage 
functions and files, i.e. browse the internet, read and write emails, etc. from within a productivity 
application) (page 2, paragraph 0014-0015, page 3, paragraph0040 and page 4, paragraphs 0043- 
0044); enabling a user to select an element of the Web view page upon which an application 
program function is to be implemented, to initiate execution of the function and executing the 
application program function with the application program (users retain the inherently 
functionality of the application program; for example, users can select to add or modify the 
elements, or content of the spreadsheet application document) (page 4, paragraph 0043, page 5, 
paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062). 
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Referring to claim 26, Ferguson teaches accessing a Web view page in response to a user 
selecting a conventional dialog box element within the dialog box of the application program, 
accessing the browser module with the application program and displaying the Web view page 
within the dialog box with the browser module (users can select cells of the spreadsheet 
document of the productivity application and network-enabling objects embedded in the cells of 
the spreadsheet allows users to launch network-based operations such as the display of web 
pages, i.e. web browsing) (page 2, paragraphs 0013-0015 and page 4, paragraph 0044 and Figure 
11B). 

Referring to claim 27, Ferguson teaches employing the browser module to detect that the 
user selected an element of the Web view page, the browser module determining that the browser 
module need not initiate a browser function related to the element that was selected and acting on 
the element selected in the Web view page with the application program (the augmented 
application facilitates access to network functionality while retaining functionality of the 
application; for example, users can download the application-based view for performing standard 
application function such as creating or modifying content) (page 4, paragraph 0043, page 5, 
paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062). 

Referring to claim 28, Ferguson teaches wherein the browser module communicates 
information about the element that was selected to the application program (the augmented 
network-functionality enhanced productivity application allows users to interact with the 
productivity application) (page 2, paragraphs 0013-0015, page 4, paragraph 0043, page 5, 
paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062). 
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Referring to claim 29, Ferguson teaches wherein the application program obtains 
information about the element that was selected from an operating system under which the 
application program is running (the augmented productivity application allowing users to interact 
with the productivity application is run on a computer) (page 2, paragraphs 0013-0015, page 4, 
paragraph 0043, page 5, paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062). 

Referring to claim 30, Ferguson teaches determining that the selected element of the Web 
view page represents a request to initiate an application program function, and initiate execution 
of the program function with the application program (the augmented desktop application 
facilitates access to network/internet based functionality while retaining functionality of the 
application program; for example, users can perform standard operations on an internet-enabled 
spreadsheet page, such as adding or modifying spreadsheet content) (page 4, paragraphs 0043- 
0044 and page 5, paragraph 0053). 

Referring to claim 31, Ferguson teaches a method comprising the steps of enabling a user 
to selectively activate display of a Web view page within the dialog box of the application 
program (users can select to either download a browser-based view or application based view of 
an application document such as a spreadsheet page) (page 6, paragraph 0062), wherein the Web 
view page integrates a browser capability into the application program to enable a user to 
produce customized functions and displays for file management within the application program, 
without having to enable access to one of a different application program and a browser program 
(the augmented productivity application embeds network-enabling objects into the spreadsheets 
to provide integration of network/internet content and functionality into productivity application 
spreadsheets; for example, the augmented productivity applications allow users to customize and 
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manage functions and files, i.e. browse the internet, read and write emails, etc. from within a 
productivity application) (page 2, paragraph 0014-0015, page 3, paragraph0040 and page 4, 
paragraphs 0043-0044); enabling a user to select an element of the Web view page upon which a 
browser function is to be implemented, to initiate execution of the function; and executing the 
browser function with the browser module (users can select cells of the spreadsheet document of 
the productivity application and network-enabling objects embedded in the cells of the 
spreadsheet allows users to launch network-based operations such as the display of web pages, 
i.e. web browsing) (page 2, paragraphs 0013-0015 and page 4, paragraph 0044 and Figure 1 IB). 

Referring to claim 32, Ferguson teaches accessing a Web view page in response to a user 
selecting a conventional dialog box element within the dialog box of the application program, 
accessing the browser module with the application program, and displaying the Web view page 
within the dialog box (users can select cells of the spreadsheet document of the productivity 
application and network-enabling objects embedded in the cells of the spreadsheet allows users 
to launch network-based operations such as the display of web pages, i.e. web browsing) (page 2, 
paragraphs 0013-0015 and page 4, paragraph 0044 and Figure 1 IB). 

Referring to claim 33, Ferguson teaches using the browser module, detecting that the user 
selected an element of the Web view page, and using the browser module, determining that the 
browser module can initiate a browser function related to the element that was selected 
(determining that network-enabling software is automatically loaded and that network-enabling 
objects are embedded in the cells of the spreadsheet in order to provide browser functions such 
as web-browsing and instant messaging) (page 2, paragraphs 0013-0015 and page 4, paragraphs 
0043-0044). 
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Referring to claim 34, Ferguson teaches wherein the browser function comprises one of 
sorting elements of the Web view page, filtering elements of the Web view page, replacing the 
Web view page with a new Web view page related to the element selected by the user and 
replacing the Web view page with a file directory view of stored data (rendering, or displaying a 
web page that changes, i.e. replacing the displayed page with new information, in response to 
user actions) (page 17, paragraph 0175). 

Referring to claim 36, Ferguson teaches a machine readable medium storing machine 
instructions for generating a Web view page for display within a dialog box of an application 
program in response to a request for opening the Web view page in the dialog box (users can 
request to download a browser-based view of the application allowing users to perform network- 
enabled functions such as web browsing within the dialog box, i.e. spreadsheet document) (page 
2, paragraphs 0013-0015, page 5, paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062), wherein the Web 
view page integrates a browser capability into the application program to enable a user to 
produce customized functions and displays for file management within the application program, 
without having to enable access to one of a different application program and a browser program 
(the augmented productivity application embeds network-enabling objects into the spreadsheets 
to provide integration of network/internet content and functionality into productivity application 
spreadsheets; for example, the augmented productivity applications allow users to customize and 
manage functions and files, i.e. browse the internet, read and write emails, etc. from within a 
productivity application) (page 2, paragraph 0014-0015, page 3, paragraph0040 and page 4, 
paragraphs 0043-0044). 
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Referring to claim 38, Ferguson teaches detecting a user selection of an element of the 
Web view page with the user input device, determine whether a function indicated by the 
element of the Web view page that was selected corresponds to a function of the application 
program and if so, perform the function of the application program and otherwise, perform a 
browser function indicated by the element that was selected (users can select, i.e. have access to 
both network/internet functionality and functionality inherently provided by the application 
program; for example, users can perform standard operations such as adding or modifying 
spreadsheet content and also perform network operations such as instant-messaging) (page 4, 
paragraphs 0043-0044 and page 5, paragraph 0053). 

Referring to claim 39, Ferguson teaches determining whether a remote computing 
resource supports a Web view page in the application program dialog box and if so, access 
machine instructions stored in the memory that execute a browser module, to enable browser 
functions from within the application dialog box (whether a computing resource such as the 
Internet is supported by the spreadsheet of the application and if so, allowing users to access 
network-based functionalities such as web browsing) (page 2, paragraphs 0013-0015 and page 4, 
paragraph 0044). 

Referring to claim 40, Ferguson teaches wherein the data defining the Web view page is 
obtained from the remote computing device and stored in the memory (embedding application 
web pages into the spreadsheet; two or more pages at a given website may be related and 
appropriate to be rendered as embedded application web pages, in which case, a word processing 
version of reach of the two or more pages may be created and stored within a single augmented 
word processing document) (pages 19-20, paragraph 0200). 
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Referring to claim 41, Ferguson teaches enabling a user to selectively activate display of 
a Web view page within the dialog box of the application program, enable a user to select an 
element of the Web view page upon which an application program function is to be 
implemented, to initiate execution of the function, and execute the application program function 
with the application program (users have a choice of whether to download a browser-based view 
or application-based view of the document, i.e. dialog box; for example, users can select standard 
application operations performed by the spreadsheet such as adding and modifying content) 
(page 4, paragraphs 0043-0044, page 5, paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062). 

Referring to claim 42, Ferguson teaches enabling au ser to selectively activate display of 
a Web view page within the dialog box of the application program, enable a user to select an 
element of the Web view page upon which a browser function is to be implemented, to initiate 
execution of the function and execute the browser function with the browser module (users have 
a choice of whether to download a browser-based view or application-based view of the 
document, i.e. dialog box; for example, users can select network-based operations performed by 
network-enabling objects embedded in the spreadsheet such as instant messaging and web 
browsing) (page 4, paragraphs 0043-0044, page 5, paragraph 0053 and page 6, paragraph 0062). 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-42 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, due to the similar nature of the new ground of 
rejection (Ferguson U.S. Publication 2002/0129054) and the previous ground of rejection 
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(Ferguson U.S. Publication 2002/0065849), and in the interest of furthering prosecution, the 
applicant's arguments will be addressed. 

5. The applicant argues that Ferguson fails to teach that a web view page can be provided 
within a dialog of a non-browser application. The examiner respectfully disagrees. Ferguson 
(U.S. Publication 2002/0129054) specifically teaches that the invention "supports integration of 
a wide range of network-based user interfaces, content, data and functionality into productivity 
applications utilizing spreadsheets", as recited in page 2, paragraph 0015; furthermore, Ferguson 
teaches that the augmented network-based functionalities include Internet capabilities such as 
web browsing, i.e. displaying a web page, as recited in page 4, paragraphs 0041 and 0044. 
Therefore, Ferguson teaches integrating the ability to display web pages into a spreadsheet 
document of a non-browser applications, such as an Excel application. The examiner further 
respectfully asserts that the spreadsheet document taught by Ferguson (as shown in Figure 1 IB 
for example) is a dialog box. As is well known to one of ordinary skill in the computer arts, a 
dialog box is a window in a graphical user interface displayed by the system or application to 
solicit a response from the user. An Excel spreadsheet such as the one shown in Figure 1 IB is a 
graphical user interface window displayed by the Excel application that allows user to enter 
responses, such as selection of the cells or menus of the spreadsheet; therefore, the spreadsheet 
taught by Ferguson is a dialog box for the Excel application and the augmented network-enabled 
productivity application provides users with network capabilities such as displaying web pages 
within the dialog box, or spreadsheet of the Excel application. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ting Zhou whose telephone number is (571) 272-4058. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached at (571) 272-4048. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



TZ 




